
  

 

Introduction 

This factsheet from the Centre for Analytics & Behavioural Change (CABC) examines the 
anti-immigrant conversation taking place across social media platforms, blogs and other 
online sources in South Africa on 30 January 2026. The date is significant as it marks the 
deadline of an ultimatum issued by anti-immigrant leaders associated with March and March, 
who have called for undocumented foreign nationals to leave South Africa. Produced at 
19:00, the analysis explores the scale, sentiment and engagement of the conversation, as 
well as the key themes, narratives, individuals and accounts driving the discourse. 

Key metrics  

The mention volume which this analysis encompasses is 1115 mentions.1 The conversation 
has shown a 66% increase in mention volume compared to the day before. The reach is 
6.79 million. Reach measures the total number of individuals exposed to your content or 
brand mentions across social media and the broader web. The number of authors that this 
sample entails is 205 unique authors – an 18% increase compared to the day before. The 
trending topics in order of prevalence are: (1) Jacinta Ngobese-Zuma, (2) leave the country, 
and (3) Johannesburg CBD. 

 

Mention volume 

1 A ‘mention’ is any single piece of online content (like a social media post, blog article, news 
story, or forum comment) that contains the specific keywords, phrases, or topics being 
tracked. 
 

http://www.cabc.org.za


 

The figure on the right shows the 
mention volume (number of posts) over 
the course of 30 June up until 19:00.  
 
Spikes occurred at: 
●​ 10:00 (108 mentions) 
●​ 16:00 (126 mentions) 
●​ 18:00 (105 mentions) 

Sample posts: 
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https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1EbxuNsGxy/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/18vUiziEZX/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/1EfZwi1Shn/
https://www.facebook.com/share/r/1Bq9wfsxSa/
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https://x.com/SiphamandlaGoge/status/2071978521723810059?s=20
https://x.com/eNCA/status/2071962497339281462?s=20
http://twitter.com/Olivia_LaGrange/statuses/2071878343314530718
http://twitter.com/_shwabade_/statuses/2071966390215450928
http://twitter.com/DonaldMakhasane/statuses/2071868354583740693
http://twitter.com/NemahunguniR/statuses/2071880856596087209
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The figure below shows mention volume by the hour.  

 

Sentiment 

Sentiment in the conversation is predominantly negative, with a 56% increase in negative 
sentiment compared to the day before and 61% increase in positive content compared to the 
day before.  

 

The conversation is generating a range of emotive responses. Notably, sadness is the most 
prominent emotion, increasing by 74% compared to the previous day. This is followed by joy, 

http://twitter.com/mo_phindi/statuses/2072001484569366738
http://twitter.com/nomy_mashego/statuses/2072000925539999952


which appears to reflect approval among anti-immigrant voices, including support for foreign 
nationals leaving South Africa. The discourse is also characterised by expressions of 
disgust, anger and fear. In the graph, the horizontal line represents the baseline against 
which these emotional responses are measured. 

 

 

Most popular topics 

The size of the word indicates the prevalence of the topic in the conversation. The most 
prominent keywords in the conversation are ‘#mabahambe’, ‘#June30’ and ‘White South 
Africans’. The notion of ‘illegal immigration’ is a narrative trope in the conversation. The flag 
is used both as a location signifier and as a symbol of strong nationalist sentiment within the 
conversation. The fire emoji is a concerning feature of the conversation as it can signify 
comment that incites violence or indicates that a specific anti-immigrant action is ‘on fire’ 
(going well). 

 



The topic wheel below segments the conversation into topics. On 30 June 2026, the Topic 
Wheel component reveals key discussions centered on immigration, protests, and public 
sentiment in South Africa. 

 

🚨 A crisis situation was detected with 20 mentions exhibiting harmful reactions and 
negative sentiment. Discussions centered on illegal immigrants in South Africa, with strong 
sentiments and accusations against groups enabling illegal immigration, as exemplified by 
one user stating, "You are the employers of these illegal immigrants and now you are 
aggrieved when the locals are reclaiming their country". 🎉 An overjoyed mention was 
identified, indicating a moment of strong positive engagement. This mention highlighted a 
meeting between President Ramaphosa and March organizers, with one user noting, 
"Foreigners may stay , these guys are too relaxed around the president". 

●​ Top Topic: 'March and March' garnered 261 mentions. This nationwide protest 
primarily focused on demanding the removal of foreign nationals, with a featured 
mention describing a "peaceful" march in Pietermaritzburg where protesters 
demanded foreigners leave South Africa. 

●​ Top Topic: 'June 30' generated 232 mentions. South Africans expressed 
widespread discontent and a strong desire for change, with many indicating 
readiness for action on this date, as one user noted, "Not even in 1994 were South 
Africans this united in one cause". 

●​ Top Topic: 'South Africans' accumulated 174 mentions. Sentiments focused on 
prioritizing citizens and addressing illegal immigration, with a call for government 
action and a sense of unity around these concerns, echoing the sentiment that "Not 
even in 1994 were South Africans this united in one cause". 

Top posters and influencers 



The top X posters are (1) @ladyhuneybee, (2) @jabu_Macdonald and (3) NkpTwiceSA. 

 

The most mentioned posters on X are (1) @bhekabk, (2) @newzroom405, and (3) 
@mdnnewss. This order is sorted by all posts which is comprised of posts and reposts.  

 

The top three hashtags were (1) #mabahambe, (2) #june30 and (3) #marchandmarch. 



 

Emojis 

The emojis suggest a highly nationalised and emotionally charged conversation. The South 
African flag signals strong country-based framing, the fire emoji indicates intensity or 
escalation, and the loudly crying face reflects distress or strong negative emotion. Overall, 
the pattern points to a polarised discussion marked by heightened emotion and urgency. 

 

Most engaged mentions across all platforms 

The following posts obtained the highest engagement scores: 



 

 

Conclusion 

The online conversation on 30 June 2026 was characterised by a significant increase in 
volume and participation, reflecting the heightened attention surrounding the deadline of the 
ultimatum issued by anti-immigrant activists associated with March and March. The 
discourse was predominantly negative and emotionally charged, with sadness, anger, fear 
and disgust featuring prominently, alongside expressions of approval from anti-immigrant 
voices. 

Key narratives centred on demands for foreign nationals to leave South Africa, concerns 
around so-called "illegal immigration", and assertions of national identity and unity among 
supporters of the protests. The prevalence of nationalist symbols, particularly the South 
African flag, and the use of emojis associated with intensity and distress underscore the 
polarised nature of the discussion. 

The detection of harmful and crisis-oriented content further indicates that the conversation 
contained elements that may contribute to hostility and social tension. Overall, the findings 
suggest that 30 June served as a significant flashpoint in South Africa's online anti-immigrant 
discourse, marked by heightened mobilisation, strong emotional reactions and narratives 
that have the potential to deepen divisions and exacerbate xenophobic sentiment. 


