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Introduction 

South Africa made history by hosting the 2025 G20 Summit, marking the first time the event 
took place on African soil. Under its G20 Presidency, South Africa adopted the theme "Solidarity, 
Equality and Sustainability," with key priorities focused on promoting development, inclusive 
growth, and global cooperation—especially emphasising Africa and the Global South. 

The Presidency’s agenda centered on four main priorities: strengthening disaster resilience and 
response; ensuring debt sustainability for low-income countries; mobilising finance for a just 
energy transition; and harnessing critical minerals to drive inclusive growth and sustainable 
development. 

In addition, South Africa aimed to advance inclusive economic growth, accelerate 
industrialisation, create employment opportunities, reduce inequality, address food security, and 
leverage artificial intelligence and innovation to support sustainable development. This fact 
sheet examines the social media narratives surrounding the G20 Summit.  

Methodology  

Social media data for this analysis was collected and analysed using BrandWatch. The content 
was drawn from across online platforms, including: Bluesky, Facebook, Facebook Public, 
Instagram Public, Reddit, Review, Tumblr, X, YouTube, Blogs, Forums and Online News. The 
keywords that were included as search terms were: G20 and #G20SouthAfrica. There were no 
geographic restrictions—content from discussions originating in any country was included in the 
analysis. 

Overview of Conversation 
 

●​ The conversation received over a million mentions between 30 November 2024 and 24 
November 2025. See Figure 1. These mentions were generated by 312 524 unique 
authors. This means that each of the authors posted an average of three times or more 
about the topic.  
 

●​ The trending topics within the conversation were (1) G20 Leaders, (2) United States, and 
(3) Prime Minister. The key narratives under each topic are as follows:  
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Figure 1: Key insights 
 

●​ First G20 Summit in Africa: a pivotal moment for Africa and the global South 
The summit was seen as a pivotal moment for African representation on the global 
stage. It was attended by representatives from 42 countries and organisations. This 
number included 20 G20 member states (excluding the United States, which boycotted 
the summit), 16 guest countries, and six regional blocs from Africa, the Caribbean, and 
East Asia.1 Notably, some top leaders from major economies, such as China and Russia, 
did not attend in person, although other high-ranking representatives from those 
countries were present.  
 

●​ US Participation Controversy 
President Donald Trump announced the United States' decision to boycott the G20 
Leaders' Summit in South Africa on 8 November 2025.2 He cited concerns over the 
treatment of white farmers and alleged human rights violations, calling it a "complete 
disgrace" for the G20 to convene in South Africa. Trump made this announcement 
publicly on his Truth Social platform. He insisted that no US representatives would 
attend the summit on 22 to 23 November 2025, in Johannesburg.  

 
In response, President Cyril Ramaphosa stated that the summit would proceed as 
planned, asserting that the absence of the US would not derail discussions among the 
remaining G20 members. Ramaphosa emphasised that South Africa would not be 
bullied into changing its leadership protocols for the summit. 
 
Days before the G20 summit in South Africa, President Trump expressed interest in a 
lower-level participation by the US. Trump indicated the possibility of sending Vice 
President JD Vance or another lower-level delegate to represent the US instead of 
attending personally. However, this offer was later rejected by South Africa as 
disrespectful for the summit handover, and ultimately no US officials attended the 
summit. This standoff reflects broader issues of sovereignty and the challenges faced by 
nations in asserting their positions on the global stage. 
 

●​ Prime Minister Modi's Role at G20 

2 Deutsche Welle. "G20 Summit: No Trump, Xi, or Putin – but with Merz." DW, November 8, 2023. 
https://www.dw.com/en/g20-summit-no-trump-xi-or-putin-but-with-merz/a-74830488. 

1 Department of International Relations and Cooperation, South Africa. "Media Statement by Minister Ronald O 
Lamola on preparations for the G20 Leaders’ Summit, 17 November 2025." DIRCO, November 17, 2025.  
https://dirco.gov.za/media-statement-by-minister-ronald-o-lamola-on-preparations-for-the-g20-leaders-summit-17-nov
ember-2025/. 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi's participation in the 2025 G20 Leaders' Summit in 
Johannesburg generated significant engagement online. Modi actively posted updates 
on social media, highlighting his contributions and key moments from the summit. 
Example [1], [2] and [3]. @narendramodi was the most mentioned X poster in the 
conversation, with 3960 posts mentioning his handle.  

 
His involvement included proposing six new initiatives aimed at global development and 
sustainability, as well as engaging in multiple bilateral meetings with other world leaders. 
Modi’s social media presence amplified the summit’s discussions and showcased India's 
leadership role in pushing forward the global agenda on inclusive growth, climate action, 
and technological partnerships. India previously hosted the G20 in 2023. Following 
India’s 2023 summit, Brazil hosted the G20 in 2024, making the 2025 summit in South 
Africa part of a Global South run of presidencies.  

 
●​ G20 Leaders' Declaration Highlights 

The G20 Leaders' Declaration, adopted during the summit, emphasises critical global 
issues such as climate action, debt sustainability, and inclusive growth. Despite the 
absence of the US, the declaration reflects a consensus among participating nations on 
the need for collaborative efforts to tackle these challenges. The Leaders' Declaration 
serves as a significant outcome of South Africa's presidency, aiming to foster a more 
equitable and sustainable global economy, while also addressing the needs of 
low-income countries. 
 

●​ Activism Surrounding the Summit 
Johannesburg saw major protest action during the G20, with activists demanding urgent 
reforms on climate accountability, global debt, and especially Gender-Based Violence & 
Femicide (GBVF). This public mobilisation reflected mounting calls for social justice and 
environmental sustainability. 
 
The issue of GBVF reached a critical inflection point. On 21 November, civil society 
group Women for Change  organised a national shutdown, urging women to withdraw 
from all forms of work, wear black, avoid spending money, and stage a 15-minute silent 
lie-in to honor the 15 women murdered daily. Over one million people signed a petition 
calling for GBVF to be declared a national disaster. Hashtags like #womenforchange and 
#womenshutdown drove international attention to the movement. 
 
At the G20 Social Summit, President Cyril Ramaphosa underscored the crisis, urging 
extraordinary action and multisectoral collaboration. In his remarks, he stated “[h]ere in 
South Africa, we have declared gender-based violence and femicide a national crisis.”3 
He highlighted the importance of including the voices and experiences of affected 
individuals and called on men and boys to help shift harmful societal norms. 

3 Government of South Africa. “Address by President Cyril Ramaphosa at the G20 Social Summit, Birchwood 
Conference Centre, Ekurhuleni, 20 November 2025.” Accessed November 25, 2025. 
https://www.gov.za/news/speeches/president-cyril-ramaphosa-g20-social-summit-20-nov-2025 
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In direct response, GBVF was formally declared a national disaster by Dr. Bongani 
Sithole, head of the National Disaster Management Centre. This designation strengthens 
coordinated interventions across policing, social development, health, justice, and 
education—marking GBVF as a national emergency requiring urgent collective action. 

 
Topics 

 
●​ The word cloud in Figure 2 below visualises the most prominent topics in the social 

media conversation about the G20. Text size corresponds to the frequency of 
mentions—the larger the text, the more often the topic was discussed. 

 

 

Figure 2: Word cloud of G20 conversation 
 

●​ The top five G20 hashtags were: (1) #g20southafrica, (2) #g20, (3) #rekaofela, (4) 
#betterafricabetterworld and (5) #g20summit. See Figure 3. 
 

 
Figure 3: Top five hashtags 

 
Mentions over time 
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●​ Despite the duration of the G20 Presidency being for a full year, the conversation on 
social media gained traction as the Leaders’ Summit approached and spiked during the 
Leaders’ Summit. Mention volume began to rise from 1 September and fluctuated from 
then onwards. See Figure 4 below.  

 

 

Figure 4: Mentions over time 
 

●​ The highest peak was recorded on 23 November, which was the second and final day of 
the Leaders’ Summit. At this peak, there were 203 039 mentions. The summit concluded 
with the adoption of the G20 Leaders' Declaration, which reaffirmed commitments to 
multilateralism, strengthening global economic governance and addressing urgent global 
challenges such as inequality, climate change, and peace and stability. 
 

●​ The second highest peak occurred on 8 November, reaching 36 042 mentions. It was at 
this juncture that President Trump announced that no U.S. officials would attend the G20 
summit in South Africa. Trump's announcement elicited mixed reactions both 
domestically and internationally. Supporters applaud the decision as a moral stand 
against human rights violations, while critics argue that it undermines diplomatic relations 
and could isolate the U.S. on the global stage.  
 

●​ Numerous South African political leaders condemned Trump's remarks asserting that 
they misrepresent the realities on the ground. ANC Secretary General, Fikile Mbalula 
posted on X:  
 
The African National Congress (ANC) condemns in the strongest possible terms the 
false, inflammatory, and racially charged remarks made by U.S. President Donald Trump 
about South Africa. His unfounded claims of “genocide” and “persecution” of white South 
Africans, together with his boycott of the upcoming G20 Leaders’ Summit in 
Johannesburg, are part of a long and disgraceful pattern of imperial arrogance and 
disinformation. These statements are not borne of ignorance, they are deliberate 
attempts to distort the reality of South Africa’s democracy and to mobilise racial fear for 
political gain in the United States.  
 

●​ The situation raises questions about the effectiveness of diplomatic boycotts and their 
impact on international cooperation, particularly in forums like the G20. Moving forward, 
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both countries will need to navigate the complexities of their relationship amid these 
tensions, which could influence broader geopolitical dynamics. 
 

●​ The third highest peak occurred on 6 September when President Trump announced that 
the 2026 G20 summit will be hosted at his Trump National Doral resort in Miami, Florida. 
There were 21 725 mentions at this peak. The decision sparked significant controversy 
due to potential conflicts of interest, as it could financially benefit his business. Critics 
argue that this move represents a blatant disregard for ethical standards, echoing past 
concerns regarding the Emoluments Clause. Supporters, however, claim that the venue 
is ideal for such a high-profile event, citing its proximity to the airport and luxurious 
amenities. The summit is set to take place during a pivotal time for US diplomacy, 
coinciding with the nation's 250th anniversary. 
 

Key themes 

●​ Focus on Global Challenges 

The summit served as a platform for addressing critical issues such as disaster 
resilience, debt sustainability, and the transition to clean energy. Leaders reached a 
consensus on the need for collaborative efforts to tackle these challenges, with a focus 
on ensuring that the benefits of technological advancements are accessible to all. The 
discussions highlighted the necessity of integrating diverse perspectives from the Global 
South into global governance frameworks, aiming for a more inclusive and equitable 
future. 

●​ Economic Recovery and Sustainability 

Discussions on global economic recovery and sustainability took center stage. Leaders 
emphasised the need for collaborative efforts to address economic disparities 
exacerbated by the pandemic. Initiatives such as the G20 Africa-Skills Multiplier Initiative 
were proposed to enhance skills training and employment opportunities across the 
continent. The summit also focused on climate action, with commitments to sustainable 
development and investment in renewable energy sources, reflecting a collective push 
towards a greener future. 

●​ Trade Agreements and Economic Cooperation 

In a notable development, the G20 Summit saw the launch of negotiations for various 
trade agreements, including a Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement 
between India and Canada, aimed at significantly boosting bilateral trade.4 The 
discussions reflected a growing recognition of the need for economic cooperation and 
investment protection among nations, particularly in the context of a shifting global 

4 Reuters. "Canada, India Agree to Restart Trade Talks, Says Indian Government." November 23, 2025. 
https://www.reuters.com/world/americas/canada-india-agree-restart-trade-talks-says-indian-government-2025-11-23/. 
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economic landscape. This move is expected to enhance trade relations and create new 
opportunities for businesses in both countries. 

●​ Security Challenges and Domestic Focus 

Amidst the diplomatic discussions, the summit also highlighted the ongoing security 
challenges faced by nations, particularly in Nigeria, where President Bola Tinubu 
canceled his G20 trip to focus on domestic security issues.5 His administration 
successfully coordinated the rescue of abducted worshippers. This situation underscores 
the complex interplay between international diplomacy and domestic governance, as 
leaders navigate both global and local challenges. 

While the G20 leaders did not explicitly spotlight South Africa's domestic issues during 
the summit, the presence of the event in the country inadvertently drew attention to 
significant local challenges. The summit highlighted shortcomings in basic service 
delivery, such as restricted access to water and electricity, which affect millions of South 
Africans. Example [1], [2], and [3]. These urgent domestic challenges contrasted sharply 
with South Africa's efforts to present itself as a leading voice for Africa and the Global 
South, highlighting the gap between its global profile and ongoing structural problems at 
home. 

 
Global coverage 
 

●​ The map shown in Figure 5 illustrates the geographic spread of the conversation. 
Countries shaded in darker blue indicate regions with a higher volume of mentions. 
 

●​ South Africa ranked highest in absolute mention volume, with a total of 236.3k mentions. 
This high volume reflects the country's role as host of the G20 summit. 
 

●​ India generated a significant mention volume of 105.8k, ranking as the second highest 
country by absolute mentions. Mentions highlighted leaders arriving in Johannesburg for 
the G20 Summit, focusing on “productive discussions with world leaders on key global 
issues” related to cooperation and development.6 
 

●​ The United States of America recorded 101.7k mentions, ranking as the third highest 
country by absolute mentions. Discussions frequently involved the G20 summit and 
criticisms of Donald Trump's potential financial benefit if he were to host the event at his 
private club in Doral. 
​  

6 Hindustan Times News Desk. "PM Modi's 6-point agenda, climate deal, US boycott: Five key takeaways from G20 
summit." Hindustan Times, November 23, 2025.  
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/pm-modis-6-point-agenda-climate-deal-us-boycott-five-key-takeaways-
from-g20-summit-2025-south-africa-101763861473828.html 

5 Al Jazeera. "Nigeria’s Tinubu Delays G20 Trip Amid Search for 24 Abducted Schoolgirls." November 20, 2025. 
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2025/11/20/nigerias-tinubu-delays-g20-trip-amid-search-for-24-abducted-schoolgirls. 
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Figure 5: geographic coverage of G20 conversation 
 
Conclusion 
 
South Africa’s hosting of the 2025 G20 Summit was a landmark event that elevated both African 
and Global South priorities to the center of international dialogue. Despite notable geopolitical 
tensions—such as the US boycott—the summit served as a platform for forging consensus on 
pressing challenges including climate action, debt sustainability and inclusive growth. The social 
media conversation and activism around the summit underscored wider public demands for 
justice, accountability and urgent action on issues like Gender-Based Violence. Ultimately, 
South Africa’s G20 Presidency helped reinforce commitments to multilateral cooperation and 
highlighted the critical importance of integrating diverse voices into global decision-making for a 
more equitable and sustainable future. 
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