VACCINE MIS/DISINFORMATION
e WEEKLY REPORT S




Centre for Analytics & Behavioural Change info@cabc.org.za

This Vaccine Mis/Disinformation report looks into the last four weeks of social media
conversations. These were driven by: conspiracy theories, ways to apparently cleanse oneself
of the vaccine, vaccine mandate controversies, and questions about the vaccine’s effectiveness.

20 January Summary:
e Wild conspiracy theories
e Justice for Zakhele Goqo / ACDP
e Detoxing from the vaccine
e Vaccine apartheid and vaccine expiry dates
e Vaccine effectiveness and natural immunity of children
e Controversies around vaccine mandates
Part 1

Over the last week, Twitter conversations regarding the COVID-19 vaccine gained considerable
traction in terms of volume. See the graph below:
12.0k
11.0k
10.0k
9.0k
8.0k
7.0k
6.0k

Total Mentions

5.0k
4.0k
3.0k
2.0k
1.0k

0
Jan 03 Jan 10 Jan 17

The graph below illustrates the different tones of the Twitter online conversation according to our
vaccine trust spectrum. It noting that that vaccine hesitancy and vaccine skepticism have been
the most prominent:
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The graph below shows the overall net sentiment of mentions over the last week. The blue
indicates positive sentiments and the red indicates negative sentiments. Most of the sentiments
over this period have been in the negative zone:
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The graph below is another example of this. The green line represents negative sentiment:
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This table below goes even further by unpacking a variety of factors such as engagement,
opportunities to see, sentiment etc. Draw your attention to volume column; here you clearly see
that the top three drivers in volume are vaccine hesitancy, vaccine skepticism and fringe
conspiracy theories:

Volume Engagement OTS Sentiment Authors Followers Conversations Engagement Rate
Vaccine Sceptics 44.7% 203 503117 -99.4% 138 306 843 133 1.3
Vaccine Hesitant 34.7% 200 615149 -49.6% 112 306 843 100 1.7
Fringe Conspiracy Theorists 10.3% 2 207 427 -100.0% 33 153 003 34 0.1
Vaccine Neutral 6.9% 4 92 048 -4.2% 22 21111 22 0.2
Vaccine Enthusiastic 2.0% 0 5981 100.0% 7 3716 7 0.0
Vaccine Advocates 1.4% 0 12 679 100.0% 5 9994 5 0.0

Part 2

Recent online conversations around the vaccine have demonstrated a range of attitudes

towards the vaccine - both against and pro-vaccine. See the word cloud below:
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As discussed in Part 1, recent online conversations have been largely driven by vaccine
hesitancy and vaccine skepticism. This section will unpack some of the top trending issues that
were picked up by our analysts. These topics will also be accompanied by dialogue facilitation
suggestions highlighted in italics:

Wild conspiracy theories

Fringe conspiracy theories have been making the rounds online. This bizarre tweet below
claims that the vaccine will turn people into zombies:

&) choconn
@Rhadebelihle

When the solarflare hits hard, those who took the JAB
will turn into zombies and those who didn't their
abilities will activate they will be unstoppable and
physically immortal. Keep thinking this is a joke. All the
best of luck, am done preparing people now.
#SunNeterRa i 3y @

8:39 AM - Jan 13, 2022 - Twitter for Android

72 Retweets 14 Quote Tweets 348 Likes

Suggested Responses
e | always wanted to be in a Zombie movie! Jokes aside, there is absolutely nothing true
about this and is indeed a very wild conspiracy theory. What makes you think the
vaccinated will turn into Zombies?
e Can we stop sharing wrong information vaccines saves lives and it is not a joke people
really be confused
e | think we should not associate comic sorties with reality of things, as covid is real


https://twitter.com/Rhadebelihle/status/1481516307665330176
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Similarly, this tweet claims that the vaccine will turn people into robots:

Sir Aubrey @Tman_Touch - Jan 13

. For y'all that jabbed.. | think | might have something that might help...
@Rhadebelihle
Assist me on this one...

The jabs are attacking you charckra points starting from the bottom going
up...

© 5 01 Q 9 0

Sir Aubrey
 @Tman_Touch

Replying to @Tman_Touch and @Rhadebelihle

So in total for you full destruction..full robot mode, you
need 7 jabs.. To attach to you 7 chackra points through
your spine...first jab was to destroy you root
chackra..the 7th one will destroy your crown chackra...
Then full robot mode...

10:19 AM - Jan 13, 2022 - Twitter Web App

15 Likes

Suggested Responses:
e Haibo guys, where is all this creativity coming from? Write a script, direct a movie! This
type of content is needed in Hollywood!
e | wonder where you got all that information from I'm sure you won't be able to verify it
e [fwe are being serious, jabs are here to protect

Justice for Zakhele

The conversation regarding Zakhele Gogo has still got some traction which is mostly driven by
the African Christian Democratic Party (ACDP), as the party geared up for a conference
discussing vaccine injuries. Zakhele Goqo has alleged that he has sustained an injury due to
the Johnson & Johnson vaccine. In a video posted under the ACDP tweet, Zakhele is shown
with his injuries and states that after receiving the vaccine based on the advice of his employer,
he fell sick.



https://twitter.com/Tman_Touch/status/1481541458242977794
https://twitter.com/A_C_D_P/status/1481653183940206599
https://twitter.com/TamsinTimes/status/1481672972226211841
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ACDP South Africa@ @A CDP - Jan 13

J&J 'vaccine' injury - hear from the former paramedic himself.

We're hosting a press conference on Mon 17 Jan 2022 for journos to speak
to Mr. Zakhele Gogo who has suffered severe injury after taking a J&J covid

jab.

- Media invited.

- Livestreamed on our FB page from 10am.

Q 3 1 188 Q) 352 5

& Mia
@TamsinTimes

Replying to @A C D_P

The untold truth about the vaccine

L

Helhas never been'a senifrom work

because o%‘bemg Sick:

(15 254 views I

7:02 PM - Jan 13, 2022 - Twitter for Android

14 Retweets 22 Likes

Q 0 Q &y

Suggested responses:
e Has it been confirmed that it was caused by taking the vaccine?

In a tweet posted by the SAfm News, the ACDP states that it has two cases of people who claim
that the Johnson & Johnson vaccine negatively impacted their health.

SAfm news .
@SAfmnews

The ACDP has showcased two case studies of people
they claim to have been adversely affected after taking
the Johnson and Johnson COVID-19 vaccine.
According to their testimonies, the two people were in
good health before taking the jabs. #sabcnews

5:34 PM -« Jan 17, 2022 - Twitter Web App

9 Retweets 20 Likes

O T O &



https://twitter.com/SAfmnews/status/1483100505425555457
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Suggested responses:

e Key word here is ‘claim’. These claims must be investigated and the ACDP should be
interdicted from overstating adverse effects from the vaccine and fear mongering. This is
getting out of hand.

So far it was not proven that the vaccine is the direct cause of the problem in the throat
When speak things that that affect lives of it is always good that we have all the the fact
have you guys checked that it was be vaccine

While the below tweet is based on the American Covid situation, it gained some attention in
South Africa, with Letshela Mofokeng, alleging that 1 million Covid-19 vaccine injuries and
deaths were reported in America. This tweet shares the same sentiment as the ACDP tweets
regarding the health safety of the vaccines.

Letshela Mofokeng
@SirLetshela

Almost 1 million injuries and deaths reported due to the
Covid “Vaccine.” in the US.

Glad that mainish stream media finally decided to pick
this up.

We’ve been reporting on this for 6 months now.

OAN REPORTS
# OAN G0V
0:33" 150 views

3:04 AM - Jan 16, 2022 - Twitter for Android

6 Retweets 10 Likes

Suggested responses:

e My first question is, where was it reported? Vigi Access? Vaers? Because anyone can
go on there and report an adverse effect and manipulate the data. Let’s be careful about
our sources, nNo?

o Where did you get this information from?


https://twitter.com/SirLetshela/status/1482519131438075906
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Detoxing from the vaccine

Methods of how to apparently cleanse ones body of the vaccine have gained traction as seen in

this tweet which suggests that the vaccine contains heavy metals:

&) oo
@Rhadebelihle

Take this if you took the jab especially if it's making
your body uncomfortable. It will help detox the heavy
metals. Also change your diet don't put up more heavy
metal foods in your body. '

" GNC
SurerFoops

. TRiPLE :
CHLOROPHYLL

6:38 PM - Jan 13, 2022 - Twitter for Android

139 Retweets 2 Quote Tweets 451 Likes

Suggested Responses

e And then? What heavy metals? Does the vaccine play for Jurgen Klopp? In all
seriousness, the vaccine has some initial side effects after taking it that may be
uncomfortable. This is not a bad thing. And there is absolutely no need to “detox”

e We should be careful on self medication on claims that it may or may not do something

in reaction of the vaccine intakes

Vaccine apartheid and vaccine expiry dates

The conversation around vaccine aparthied has ranged from the raise of vaccine passports
which was supposedly aimed at limiting human movement to vaccine hoarding by wealthy
nations and recently the delivery of nearly expired vaccines to African countries.

The tweet below highlights that the vaccines are being delivered close to their expiry dates,
regardless of the guidelines provided by COVAX and Africa CDC.


https://twitter.com/Rhadebelihle/status/1481666900870537222
https://twitter.com/AkSafs/status/1481900630792974336
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Safura Abdool Karim
@AkSafs

The delivery of nearly expired COVID-19 vaccines is
part of our new era of vaccine apartheid. Despite clear
guidelines from COVAX and Africa CDC, wealthy
countries continue to deliver expiring doses and
scapegoat African countries for not delivering.

project-syndicate.org

The Mutation of Vaccine Apartheid | by Safura Abdool Karim - Project Syndicate
Safura Abdool Karim says that wealthy countries must acknowledge their role in
the continued spread of COVID-19.

10:06 AM - Jan 14, 2022 - Twitter for iPhone

8 Retweets 13 Likes

Suggested responses:

e This is indeed very worrying. And civil society must stand up and speak out against this!
It is incomprehensible that wealthy countries donate near-expired vaccines. But on the

same token, it is also our responsibility to get people to get vaccinated as soon as

possible.

o Where did you get that Africa is receiving only expired doses of covid 19?

South Africa has started administering COVID-19 vaccine booster shots for people who have

been fully vaccinated for over 6 months for both Johnson & Johnson and Pfizer. The below

tweet alludes to the possibly that in South Africa vaccine dates are changed and extended due

to the low number of people returning for booster shots.

@ Nathi Mdladla
@drnathimdladla

In S Africa we change and extend expiry dates of

vaccines instead! The elephant in the room is why

would a significant number of people who were initially

happy to get vaxxed not return for their boosters? This

has happened in all highly vaxxed countries!

theguardian.com

Covid booster jabs in England to be thrown away as demand falls

Hundreds of thousands of Pfizer and Moderna doses estimated to be about to
expire after sharp fall in take-up

6:34 PM - Jan 15, 2022 - Twitter for iPhone

80 Retweets 4 Quote Tweets 188 Likes



https://twitter.com/drnathimdladla/status/1482390649974444032
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Suggested responses:
e How do you know we will extend expiry dates? How can you be so sure of that?

A tweet with an image depicting the vaccine dose administered globally highlights that Africa is
far behind in rolling out vaccines in comparison to other nations and highlights that the vaccine
administration issue in Africa is an access issue.

Carlos Lopes

@Lopesinsights
Covid-19 vaccination rates around the world. Africa
has different colour tones in the map for the reasons |
have been denouncing. African partners should

replace their marketing of solidarity initiatives by
confronting head-on the unequal access to vaccines.

COVID-19 vaccine doses administered per 100 people, Dec 29, 2021
Total number of doses administered, civided by the total population of the country. Al doses, including boosters,
are counted individually.
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10:38 PM - Jan 15, 2022 - Twitter for Android

18 Retweets 2 Quote Tweets 47 Likes

Vaccine effectiveness and natural immunity of children

The conversation about natural immunity has long been an argument against getting the
vaccine. This has particularly been the case as it pertains to children. See tweet:

Stephen Schmidt

@SJschmidt963
Just a reminder that children have the most effective
immunity in their innate or “born-with” immune system
and by giving them this treatment they will lose that. If

you want to make your child vulnerable to infections

and increase their chance of auto immune disease, jab
them

8:36 PM - Jan 14, 2022 - Twitter for iPhone

8 Retweets 15 Likes



https://twitter.com/LopesInsights/status/1482452073849536512
https://twitter.com/SJschmidt963/status/1482059159738724357
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Suggested responses:
e Where do you get this information from? Can you provide a source, or a peer reviewed
study that says it weakens the child’s immune system?
e Where did you get all of that information? Do you have any evidence of what you are
saying?
e Well it is not proven that the vaccine will affect children in a negative way, but we know
that children can carry the disease around without even realizing

Furthermore, many have continued to question the effectiveness of the vaccine. This fweet
suggests that it provides minimal protection:

Izwe Lethu @LandMali - Jan 15
Q Albart Bourla (Pfizer CEQ):

The 2 dose of the vaccine offer very limited protection if any

The 3 doses with a booster, thay offer reasonable protection against
hospitalization and death, and less protection against infection.

Coum-1g
PANDERIC .

OMICRON CONTINUES TO DRIVE RISE
v GLOBAL COVID-19 CASES

[+

O se Tl am 0 208

% \ Mrs. Mo™
\ @nhlapo_lillian
Replying to @LandMali

When we spoke up about this they said we starting
with our conspiracy theories and look today what's
happening. Thank God am still not jab and am still
healthy as ever.

10:54 AM - Jan 15, 2022 - Twitter for Android

11 Retweats 1 Quote Tweet 18 Likes



https://twitter.com/nhlapo_lillian/status/1482274949578506240
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Suggested responses:
e And? Im jabbed and healthy as ever too. The vaccine does not cause illness nor ill
health. Billions have taken it and are fine. Why do you think that is?
e We need to be able to draw a line between what we hear and what the facts says about
vaccination.

Controversies around vaccine mandates

Vaccine mandates continue to be rejected by many who cite that they infringe on individual
liberty and freedom. A controversial case that occurred in Canada was picked up by South
African audiences as seen in this post:

SAfm news
@SAfmnews

Canadian father who hasn't been vaccinated against
Covid-19 temporarily loses right to see his 12-year-old
child. Judge ruled his visits wouldn't be in child's best
interest. Ruling in Quebec suspended father's
visitation rights until February unless he decides to get
vaccinated.

10:33 PM - Jan 13, 2022 - Twitter Web App

26 Retweets 18 Quote Tweets 32 Likes

Suggested responses:
e The law is the law. And we all must abide by it. | would urge that father to get vaccinated,
there is nothing to fear!
e Unfortunately no one is above the law but if it was me | would just go and vaccinate for
the sake of my child
e [tis hard to hear that a father doesn't have the right to see his daughter,but if the risk for
the child is too great , those kinds of measures can be explained.

Another international conversation that garnered a lot of attention from South African audiences
is with regards to the recent deportation of renowned tennis player, Novak Djokavic. As seen in
the post below, many who are against mandates came out in support of Djokavic and
condemned the Australian government:


https://twitter.com/SAfmnews/status/1481726056109420544
https://twitter.com/atkinsmike1/status/1481952807058083844
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®

Ngamla Gouws B @RenaldoGouws - Jan 14

How is #Novak_Djokovic a danger to Australia? He already had Covid-19
and his body is as immune as anyone who has been vaccinated. What risk
does he pose to the vaccinated? It's crazy how many Australians are
condemning him and supporting a Totalitarian Government.

O 107 QO 568 q

Michael Atkins
@atkinsmikel

Replying to @RenaldoGouws

Straw man argument.

He may or may not be "a danger". But, he lied on his
travel forms (about having travelled to Spain), and he
did not obey his own country's isolation.

He was certainly a danger to those kids the day after
his positive test, and to the journalist after that.

1:34 PM - Jan 14, 2022 - Twitter Web App

1Retweet 22 Likes

Suggested responses:
Michael is correct in this regard. Your claim about immunity is completely irrelevant in
this matter. Djokovic failed to obey Australia’s laws and as such he was deported. He
has also notably been in violation of isolation protocols - which is rather serious, don’t

Conversely, others agreed with the Australian government as seen in this fweet:

you think?

It is still possible to contract covid after getting it, and as he knew the law of the country

he was traveling too. Him pleading to stay in the country would have brought

complication into him as we all saw.

Sally Partridge in a pear tree ‘
Y| @Sapartridge

So a certain tennis player's reason for not getting the
Covid jab was that no one can force him to put a
substance in his body he doesn't want and yet he was
snapped posing with unknowing fans while he was
infectious, in effect exposing their bodies to a virus no-
one wants...

9:18 PM - Jan 16, 2022 - Twitter for Android

3 Retweets 13 Likes



https://twitter.com/Sapartridge/status/1482794389806194691
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Suggested responses:
e Exactly! | wish everyone saw the irony of this! Djokovic isn’t some sort of martyr that
must be praised. He has broken the law and has previously violated isolation protocols.
That is reckless behaviour.
e [t js difficult for a known person to avoid crowd i guess, but in my opinion social
distancing measure should still be observed to be sure to lower the risk of infection

Conversations regarding constitutional rights and the vaccine continue to be discussed online
as seen in this tweet:

Nandika Shamini Beukes
@tinklez108

The Commission for Gender Equality cautions
businesses& various institutions against forcing
employees to recieve a COVID19 jab & imposing harsh
sanctions on them if they do not. CGE warns that
mandatory vaccination mandates do not supersede
SA’s Constitution and its provisions.

6:48 PM - Jan 16, 2022 - Twitter for Android

1 Quote Tweet

Suggested responses:

e Indeed they do not, but the Constitution provides that everyone has the right to a healthy
environment. It is an employer’s responsibility to ensure that his workplace is such a
healthy environment.

e | think for the best interest of the company, however hard some people may find it to
be,the company has the right to decide the path to follow if they judge it necessary,to
guarantee a safe environment for all employees.


https://twitter.com/tinklez108/status/1482756772532215808

