This week’s Vaccine Mis/Disinformation report focuses on the social media conversations driven
by the new Omicron variant, anti-vaxxer rhetoric, immunity, government mandates, and travel
ban discrimination.
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Part 1
The general Twitter conversation surrounding the COVID-19 vaccine has seen a relative decline
over recent weeks. See the graph below:

Over the last month, the overall volume has seen some small fluctuations but has remained
steady. Vaccine skepticism and vaccine hesitancy have been the most prominent. See the
graph below:

Furthermore, the graph below shows the overall net sentiment for public mentions over the last
month. This information is reliable and accurate because it is crowd verified. The blue indicates
positive sentiments and the red indicates negative sentiments. Mid-November saw a slump into
negative sentiments. And while the latter part shows a slight bump into the positive, the decline
at the end indicates that there is a slump leading into early-December.

Part 2
Recent online conversations around the vaccine have demonstrated a range of attitudes
towards the vaccine - both against and pro-vaccine. See the word cloud below:

This section will unpack some of the top trending issues that were picked up by our analysts.
These topics will also be accompanied by dialogue facilitation suggestions:

Omicron - the new COVID-19 variant
Conversations surrounding the latest COVID-19 variant has people questioning if the release of
the news around the new variant is coordinated and planned. This is particularly concerning
when these attitudes come from influential figures as seen below:

Dialogue Suggestions:
● I don't think the natural mutation of a virus can be coordinated
● Why do you say it feels coordinated?
● What do you mean by coordinated?
These assumptions of a planned new COVID-19 variant are also strengthened by the precise
prediction made by Salim Abdool Karim regarding the 4th wave and a new variant, however
people are using the information to spread misinformation, as seen from this tweet.

Others criticised the South African authorities for sounding the alarm on the new variant as seen
in the tweet below:

Dialogue Suggestions:
● Just shows you the quality and commitment of our health workers and researchers.
Alerting the world and the rest of the healthcare community of the new variant allows for
us to adjust our response and protect people against the variant. Rest of the world’s
silence speaks volumes about their character.
● South Africa did what a country in the middle of a pandemic should do, identify a
modified strain that could be potentially problematic. We should be proud of our
scientists and praise them for that.
● The only way south Africa can get back to normal is when people get vaccinated
● We should be protective of our country. The more people get vaccinated the more
protected we are

The assumption that the new variant and the 4th wave were planned are further driven by
questions regarding the timing, with various tweets asking why the new variant was discovered
after elections, as seen in the below tweet.

In a similar tweet, the new variant is credited as being smart as it is able to select which public
events it will affect.

Dialogue Suggestions:
● Out of the more than 10 countries this variant has been detected from, how many had
elections during this period?
● Irresponsible acts of politicians should not be replicated by broader society. Those who
attended the rallies put themselves and others at risk. Protect yourself and protect others
by not doing the same. What do you think?
● A virus doesn’t choose which type of gathering to spread, a virus behaves like a virus,
and can spread around in political gatherings, sport events or to family meetings. We all
should be aware of that.
● Where did you get that Covid-19 chose which type of gathering to spread at?
● We are not sure of the full effects of the Coronavirus.We should be extra careful of the
effects it could have
● It has been said so often that Covid does not choose the people it affects. Covid does
not choose borders, it does not choose race or age.

Omicron and vaccine immunity
There are suspicions that some of the mutations of the new COVID-19 variant, Omicron, might
be immune to the COVID-19 vaccine.

These suspicions are driving conversations regarding the validity of the vaccine and if it truly
can protect against COVID-19. As seen from the tweet that questions if people will need to get
vaccinated for each new COVID-19 variant.

Dialogue Suggestions:
● There is no proof that the antibodies generated by the vaccines are not going to
work/don’t work for this new variant
● Perhaps if we all got vaccinated in the first place, we would not be sitting with new
variants. Vaccination is still the safest way to protect yourself and others.
● Studies are still ongoing on this new variant, but an important thing to keep in mind is
that variant happens when the virus passes into different hosts, if global immunity is
reached rapidly, new variants will be less likely to appear.
● For as long it saves our lives, Yes there is a need.
● It is true that vaccines protect and save you against new variants. Which is what we want
Similarly the tweet below echoes the same sentiment about the validity of the vaccine and its
ability to protect against COVID-19 and its variants.

While this tweet questions if the vaccine works as the new variant was found amongst people
who were vaccinated, however the tweet distorts the way the vaccine works.

Dialogue Suggestions:
● How many of those were severely ill or hospitalized?
● Studies are still ongoing to determine if this variant is resistant to the current vaccine
● Should they were not vaccinated they could have not survived
● Does the vaccine not protect you against serious illness and hospitalisation?

Natural immunity discourse motivates anti-vaccination
The suspicions of the new COVID-19 variant being immune against the vaccine has given rise
to the idea that natural immunity is better than vaccine immunity. The tweet stating that natural

immunity works better than vaccine immunity originated in America but has gained traction in
South Africa.

While the tweet below indicates the sentiment of people who believe that natural immunity does
work against protecting one from severe COVID-19 symptoms.

A similar sentiment is shared in this tweet, which implies that natural immunity created by the
COVID-19 infection antibodies provide better protection.

Others raised questions about the effectiveness of the vaccine if new COVID-19 infection cases
keep rising. See the tweet below:

Dialogue Suggestions:
● Natural immunity from pathogens assumes that you have gotten the virus before and
now you have immunity against it. Do you mean the whole of Africa has been infected
with COVID?
● Well, lots of facteurs can explain this, one of them could be the circulation and density of
populations are different in Africa compared to developing countries.
● Population and the standard of living are very different. We can't really compare
countries.
● Natural immnuty makes sense unless the virus or disease has not affected everyone.
Should people that do not have Covid put themselves in the position to get the virus??

South Africa is at a standstill due to anti-vaxxers
Despite resistance and fearful attitudes, many vaccine advocates continue to champion the
need for vaccinations. Some expressed frustration towards those who reject all forms of
mandates to curb the spread of COVID-19 as seen in the post below:

Dialogue Suggestions:
● #VaccinateNow
● Vaccines are one of the best tools we have to go back to a normal life.
● It time to get vaccinated

Lack of a COVID-19 mandate from the government
Due to rising infections and the discovery of the Omicron variant, many have begun calling for
the government to make vaccinations compulsory. See tweet below:

Dialogue Suggestions:
● This is a very challenging issue though.. I think choice is good and people must also
decide if they want to be in the company of the unvaxxed, businesses must decide if
they want to hire the unvaxxed or serve their business to the unvaxxed.
● This question should be tackled with caution, I think the government and individuals
should be heard
● The government will decide on that when they see it the right time to decide that, we
don't know maybe many people are getting vaccinated
● It is important to take care of our country. At what point do we stop doing that?
The tweet below echoes this sentiment:

Discriminatory travel ban against Southern African countries
Following the discovery of the Omicron variant by South African doctors, several Western
countries began imposing travel ban restrictions against Southern African countries. This is
despite the fact that the variant was found in many countries in Europe, North America and
Asia. Many criticized this as seen in the tweet below:

Dialogue Suggestions:
● The knee jerk reaction from these countries was over the top
● The president is doing what he can to reverse this.
● We need to separate our beliefs in politics and health. The two do not go together.

