This week’s Vaccine Mis/Disinformation report focuses on the social media conversations driven
by vaccine mandates,”medical apartheid”, misinformation, mistrust and the potential of a 4th
wave.
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Part 1
The general Twitter conversation surrounding the COVID-19 vaccine has seen a relative decline
over recent weeks. See the graph below:

Over the last month, the overall volume has seen some small fluctuations but has remained
steady. Vaccine skepticism and vaccine hesitancy have been the most prominent. See the
graph below:

Furthermore, the graph below shows the overall net sentiment for public mentions over the last
month. This information is reliable and accurate because it is crowd verified. The blue indicates
positive sentiments and the red indicates negative sentiments. While the early part of November
saw a bump in positive sentiments, the last two weeks have shown a dip into the negative area.
This is concerning:

Part 2
Recent online conversations around the vaccine have demonstrated a range of attitudes
towards the vaccine. See the word cloud below:

This section will unpack some of the top trending issues that were picked up by our analysts.
These topics will also be accompanied by dialogue facilitation suggestions:

Booster shots and the looming 4th wave
Conversations surrounding the possibility of a 4th wave have picked up considerable traction
online. This has led to vaccine sceptics questioning the effectiveness of the vaccine as seen in
the post below:

Dialogue Facilitation Suggestions:
● It is still alarming to see the denial of some regarding the realness and seriousness of
the virus, the vaccine was created to combat the lost of lives caused by the Covid 19. So
far no government is blaming unvaccinated people for the situation at hand.
● I am not sure how PCR, a scientific method used to diagnose not only COVID-19, but TB
and HIV will induce a viral wave. Vaccination is the most quick and reliable method to
combat disease and has been in use for over 50 years.
● Unvaccinated people will not be vilified about anything, people need to continue taking
the necessary precautions. Vaccination is not a fix all method to the virus but the best
option is to get vaccinated.
Furthermore, recent recommendations for vaccine booster shots seem to have created
confusion, mistrust and paranoia. As seen in the tweet below, conspiracy theorists are using this
as a tool to spread misinformation:

Dialogue Facilitation Suggestions:
● The science doesn’t really support your claims, how a vaccine is supposed to control
and track people's movement anywhere, in my opinion electronic devices can do such a
thing not a vaccine.
● COVID-19 is not a hoax, it is a proven deadly disease. The mandates instituted to stop
the spread of the virus causing the disease are not only effective, but necessary.
● The millions of people that have died globally prove that Covid19 virus is not a hoax. I do
not think that the government will benefit in any way by issuing any of these restrictions.
This is all done purely for everyone's protection. There is no grand scheme to control
people, just to save lives. Booster shots are given to provide an extra level of immunity.

Vaccine mandates and “medical apartheid”
As several businesses and institutions have begun to issue vaccine mandates, many have
called for resistance against this. Citing resistance on the basis of liberty, body autonomy, and
freedom, the hashtag #NoVaccinePassports has been used to protest against this. These
sentiments have even been echoed by several medical professionals as seen in the tweet
below which uses the term “medical apartheid”:

Dialogue Facilitation Suggestions:
● Why do you say it’s medical apartheid?
● I think the vaccine passport is not meant to be discriminatory against anyone, in my
opinion it is just a way to show that you don’t represent a threat when traveling abroad,
just like a yellow fever card. But you are free to have your opinion.
● Some people have genuine fears of illness and death from COVID-19. I think it is only
fair on them to want to associate with people that they are comfortable with and if for
them that is vaxxed people, then I support their choice to do so.

●

I do not think it is fair to equate an operation trying to save lives to such a horrible time in
our country’s history. Vaccine certificates are not there to discriminate against anyone
but to make it easier for everyone to know that you do not pose a health risk to the
general public.

Some have questioned the safety and effectiveness of the vaccine if mandates continue to
restrict movement and behaviour as seen in the tweet below:

Party of Action continues to spread misinformation
Through frequently sharing unsubstantiated claims, the Party of Action has been consistent in
perpetuating dangerous rhetoric that actively attempts to deter people from the vaccine. For
instance, the post below claims that vaccine deaths during the Pfizer clinical trials were
miscountered and/or underreported:

Dialogue Facilitation Suggestions:
● Where is the proof that people died from Pfizer?
● Will be curious to know how you can be so sure about that, any proof you mind sharing?
● Do you have any proof of the claims you are making? I don’t understand how you can
have information that is hidden or misrepresented. Where did you get the hidden “facts”
from?
● The spread of mis/disinformation is toxic. People need factual information in order to
make decisions about their health. Do you have any real evidence to support your
claims?
Similarly, the tweet below shares a link to questionable information about vaccine shots failing to
work:

Dialogue Facilitation Suggestions:
● Is this information from the department of health? Or is it fake news?
● It would be judicious to also check the vaccination rate of those countries, but I will be
curious to know where you got the information from.
● Your stats does not seem to reflect what the media has sent out. Care to show us where
you are getting your numbers from?

FDA asks to release pfizer vaccine approval details in 2076
The U.S Food and Drug Administration (FDA) recently made a request to the U.S federal court
to give it 55 years to fully release information concerning the approval of the Pfizer vaccine. This
issue was picked up by South African audiences and generated significant traction as seen in
the tweet below:

Dialogue Facilitation Suggestions:
● Let the court decide what is best.
● Would knowing the contents of the documents alter your views on the vaccine?
● I believe that something that has not been thoroughly tested would not be given to the
public had it not been safe. The contents of the document do not change what the
vaccine has and can continue to do. If you have an issue with Pfizer as a company there
are other alternatives to the vaccine, you can still continue to protect yourself from the
virus.
Similarly, the post below echoes that this issue raises suspicion that there may be some kind of
malintent:

Dialogue Facilitation Suggestions:
● The matter was brought to the court and the court should decide what is best.

●
●

This issue must be litigated through the proper channels of the courts. Would knowing
the underlying data change your mind in terms of vaccination?
I think the best option is to wait for the courts to decide. Jumping to conclusion will not
make the situation any better.

