


This week’s Vaccine Mis/Disinformation report focuses on the social media conversations driven
largely by vaccine procrastinators/neutrals.

14 October Summary:

● Vaccine side-effects
● Is there enough research?
● Institutional/government mistrust and coerced/forced vaccinations

Mention Volume
Conversations driven by vaccine neutrals have proven to be a steady and significant part of
online conversations around the COVID-19 vaccine. Our CABC researchers conducted a data
analysis focusing particularly on the driving narratives in this segment. The analysis
demonstrated that while many have a sound and conceptual understanding of the need for
vaccinations, uncertainty and fear remain prevalent. These concerns are driven by cases of
reported side-effects, questions about the quality and accuracy of research, the timeline in
which the vaccine was produced, the need for a cure over the need for a vaccine, forced and/or
coerced vaccinations, manipulation by powerful institutions, and government mistrust. Out of
thousands of tweets related to COVID-19 vaccinations, our data showed that vaccine
procrastinators/neutrals continue to form an integral part of the online vaccine conversation. See
below:



Vaccine side-effects
Vaccine side-effects remain one of the main topics discussed within the conversation. This
tweet suggests that side-effects showing the same symptoms as Covid 19  might be the
reason for neutrals’ mistrust in the vaccine. Although the post didn’t receive a lot of traction,
our researchers came across the same sentiment around side-effects.

https://twitter.com/k_billyy/status/1375222034670698504?s=20


Another post linking side-effects with why people might be pessimistic about the vaccine.
Even though the author said “mild side effects”, they also touched on the impact of seeing a
family member being affected adding to reasons why others may be put off the idea of
getting the vaccine.

This post received a little traction, with the author calling side-effects “a lil Covid”. Although he
says the vaccine is worth it, the traction received was from people correcting him and sharing a
little education around  side-effects and the vaccine.

https://twitter.com/Trevy7/status/1418491917013241856?s=20
https://twitter.com/khomotso_exists/status/1435406177874153474?s=20


This response was to a post saying vaccinations should be paused until there are solutions
to side-effects because people are “dying from the vaccine”. Although encouraging people
is right, verified supporting information must be made easily accessible for people to share.

Another interesting insight our researchers found was the conversation around vaccines
and immunity, highlighting the confusion around the use of vaccines. Some of the posts we
found in this section were from vaccine enthusiasts explaining and correcting skeptics and
people who had questions around that. This response was to a post that said unvaccinated
people can still recover fully from Covid 19, while some vaccinated people can die from
Covid 19 related illnesses.

https://twitter.com/MbekezeliMB/status/1438555237879631875?s=20
https://twitter.com/chiefngoni/status/1426194543620370436?s=20
https://twitter.com/tyandel8/status/1426178292084846598


Another example of an active vaccine enthusiast explaining how vaccines protect you from
the vaccine using simple and understandable language.

This tweet received some traction, with 1,590 retweets 16, quote tweets and 2,671 likes
showing positive sentiment towards an educational moment. The response was from an
influencer account, however the explanation was short and clear ensuring that whoever
comes across the post can quickly understand it.

https://twitter.com/StormerFreak/status/1443932665825185795?s=20
https://twitter.com/CwengaMcetywa_/status/1419902485267992580


Is there enough research?
While relatively optimistic, many vaccine neutral online conversations demonstrated doubt
towards the effectiveness and safety of the vaccine. @Yeyethu_Baballo tweeted the question:
“What is the real reason behind your refusal to vaccinate”? The post received attention with 846
retweets and over 3 200 likes. Many responded citing their fears about long-term effects as
seen the comment below:

This was echoed by many as seen the first and second tweets below:

https://twitter.com/Yeyethu_Baballo/status/1428653774390710273
https://twitter.com/Grace_Molakeng/status/1428766192064417800?s=20
https://twitter.com/hlongwane100/status/1408667312631255042?s=20
https://twitter.com/SolumOptimum/status/1417222150759587844?s=20


Others questioned regulations and South African Health Products Regulatory Authority’s
(SAHPRA) process if ensuring safety as seen in the comment below:

Institutional/government mistrust and coerced/forced
vaccinations

While acknowledging the necessity of the vaccine, some demonstrated a resistant attitude
towards the intentions of powerful institutions, government and the prioritisation of fast-tracking
a vaccine instead of a cure. While the tweet below received no traction, our analysts found
many similar posts online. This one questioned the World Health Organisation (WHO):

https://twitter.com/hlongwane100/status/1408667312631255042?s=20
https://twitter.com/KelvinAmata/status/1258696171457036289?s=20


Our data dives surfaced many who rejected the notion of coercion and/or forcing people to
take the vaccine unwillingly. @Abramjee shared an article titled “Unvaccinated people may
be banned from public amenities in South Africa”. This gained traction with over 1 500
retweets and nearly 2 000 likes.

Many responded to this post raising concerns around autonomy and liberty. For example,
the comment below points this out saying “...let people make their own choices”.

Several US tweets that were picked up by South African audiences echoed sentiments against
forced vaccinations. The tweet below shows a vaccine skeptic who has now become an
anti-vaxxer due to government mandates (or coercion):

https://twitter.com/Abramjee/status/1433322444073406471
https://twitter.com/nazeefmohammed/status/1433578994364977153?s=20
https://twitter.com/VallachianR/status/1447973823475638273?s=20


Others shared concerns that there are industries that profit from vaccine mis/disinformation
and those that profit from the pro-vaccination movement. In a tweet that gained minimal
traction, @IvoVenter shared an article titled “Should Covid vaccines be compulsory”? Many
responded sharing similar sentiments as the post below:

https://twitter.com/IvoVegter/status/1423873852153683975
https://twitter.com/SimonTemplar008/status/1423904909842321408?s=20

