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SA COVID-19 Response

Level 2 and “Ramaphosa to address nation” trended as 2 of the top 3 topics
over the weekend. In the build up to the President’s address and following his
announcement that South Africa will be moving to level 2, South Africans took
to Twitter to discuss their opinions.

Announcement of the Address

As South Africans waited for news on the new lockdown measures, @PresidencyZA
announced at 13:47 on 15 August 2020 that the President will be addressing the
nation at 20:00 on the developments of South Africa’s risk adjusted strategy. The
post was retweeted over 3 500 times and it received close to 5 000 likes. Within the
comments to the post, South Africans speculated what news the address might
bring. @robzinterris commented “Is he taking us to Level 2.... If it ain't about that
makayeke!” @Rodzula02 responded “You don't know this one, he will take us
straight to level 3.3".

A minute later, Leanne Manas also tweeted that the President will be addressing the
nation at 20:00. Her post was retweeted more than 1 100 times and it received over
3 400 likes. Again, speculation continued within the comments with people hoping
that he announces a move to level 2 however not everyone was eager to move to a
lower level too soon. @mamakgolaganyo responded to Manas’ post saying “I still
say, people that haven't lost their loved ones through Covid19, will always ask for
Lower levels of the Lockdown. We buried my sister the past Sunday and it was
heartbreaking”.

Level 2

While the President addressed the nation, @PresidencyZA tweeted an image of
what level 2 implied for the nation. The primary focus of the tweet was the lift of the
ban on alcohol and tobacco products as well as the re-opening of gyms. The post
was retweeted more than 1 400 times. Asking about the events planning industry,
@kazaba_luc responded to the post: “Mr.President, how about events and
weddings. We need to make also a living. You allow people to smoke and booze out
their lives. We work in the wedding industry and we must make a living. | have spent
5 months without an income or salary and without food”. @Khosi_Mthethwa
responded to the comment suggesting that if 50 people are allowed, they can take
precautions at the weekend to ensure that people socially distance however
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@johnlafiesta explained to him that “There is no profit with 50 people unless the cost
is tripled”.

PSAs

Following the president’s address, @JamilFarouk took to twitter at 22:24 to remind
people that contracting the virus is no small matter. He explained that it can cause
persistent changes that will affect the rest of your life and that if you are
asymptomatic, you can pass the virus on to someone else who it can affect more.
The post was retweeted more than 500 times and it received more than 700 likes.
Responding to the tweet, @laverne_thom affirmed that they were diagnosed on 01
July 2020 and that they still have debilitating headaches. @lerrykins13 agreed with
@laverne_thom saying “Same here. the headaches are a nightmare”.

@NeoRapetsoa tweeted a similar sentiment to @JamilFarouk but focused more on
the need to re-open the economy saying that the economy needs this and that
people need to play their part and not be irresponsible. This post has been retweeted
more than 200 times and it has received close to 1 000 likes.

Unemployment

With the unemployment rate at the highest it's ever been due to the shutting down of
businesses as key industries were prevented from operation during the Coronavirus
pandemic, many South Africans are now taking to social media in search of work
and financial assistance. At 01:51 on 15 August 2020, @Osiphe4 tweeted “Hi guys,
my name is Asiphe | recently lost my job as sales consultant at Zone fitness due to
COVID-19 and | am looking for another employment. Please retweet”. The post was
retweeted more than 6 000 times and it received more than 5 000 likes.

@AdvoBarryRoux tweeted an image of a man standing with a sign around his neck
that read “Diploma Mech Engineering 5 years experience Please assist, | need a
Job”. The post was retweeted more than 4 000 times and it received over 3 000
likes.

#VoetsekANC

A primary driver for the weekend, #voetsekANC trended with over 55 000
mentions of the hashtag in reference to recent corruption allegations
surrounding COVID-19 PPE tenders. The conversation seems to have emerged
to all out calls of the removal of the national ruling party.

Office 2110, University of Cape Town, Graduate School of Business Campus, 9 Portswood RD,V&A Waterfront, Cape Town.
For media enquiries, please contact Praveen Naidoo at praveen.n@cabc.org.za or Mobile on 082 2991368


https://twitter.com/johnlafiesta/status/1294952081476984833
https://twitter.com/JamilFarouk/status/1294731795569745920
https://twitter.com/laverne_thom/status/1294887507675484162
https://twitter.com/lerrykins13/status/1294889402007801856
https://twitter.com/NeoRapetsoa/status/1294706089578070020
https://twitter.com/Osiphe4/status/1294421451169312768
https://twitter.com/AdvoBarryRoux/status/1294249230232694784

Centre for Analytics & Behavioural Change info@cabc.org.za

#RemoveANCfromPower

Top tweets over the weekend called for the removal of the ANC with
#RemoveANCfromPower trending. Twitter user @RaimundoMontana posted “It is
clear now, more than ever, that the only way South Africa will RISE is if the ANC
FALLS! #RemoveANCfromPower #VoetsekANC”.

Another Twitter user took to social media to unite South Africans along lines of race
and class to push for the removal of the ruling party questioning “What will it take to
unite South Africans to #RemoveANCfromPower ?? What do white people need to
do to earn the trust of black people and vice versa? What do the middle class want?
We need to work together, or we might as well not work at all.” The tweet garnered
over 1 000 likes, retweets and comments.

ANC Governance in the Spotlight

Two tweets over the weekend triggered social media users to question if the ANC’s
grip on good governance had slipped entirely. Twitter user @dramadelinquent

posted “Just a friendly reminder that while you're all thanking and forgiving Cyril, he
and his corrupt ministers chowed R500 billion in less than 5 months #VoetsekCyril
#VoetsekANC”. The tweet received over 550 likes and 118 retweets and comments
at the time of writing.

Another user posted a tweet alongside a new story titled “#Hawks swoop on
warehouse in Mokopane seizing 42 boxes of illicit cigarettes” urging the Hawks to
reconsider their priorities “There is a serial killer targeting Black women in KZN.
Right now! Priorities guys. PLEASE!!! 22 ”. The post hit home with many thousands
as the tweet received over 2 000 likes and 1 600 retweets.

Another emerging story over the weekend further highlighted the scourge of
corruption within the party as the Hawks arrested an Eastern Cape municipal
manager and two others for fraud and money laundering worth R29m. Twitter user
@Mbusobanziii shared the story alongside “An arrest? In sataa? Linked to financial
crime? RT for good luck”. Pessimism and frustration amongst South Africans was
evident as the post was retweeted over 2 400 times in addition to being liked 1 600
times. A top comment stated “I doubt this will even go anywhere. An arrest means
nothing in South Africa.”
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https://twitter.com/RaimundoMontana/status/1294893264609456128
https://twitter.com/OhFuckItsRayner/status/1294671065608847360
https://twitter.com/dramadelinquent/status/1294881149970518018
https://twitter.com/MessyPhakela/status/1294289099709440002
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Marikana Massacre

16 August marked the 8 year anniversary of the tragic Marikana Massacre.
#MarikanaMassacre trended with over 12 000 mentions on South African Twitter.
The conversation quickly took a political turn as many vocalized President
Ramaphosa’s alleged involvement in the massacre. The EFF came out guns
ablazing posting “The Economic Freedom Fighters marks the 8th Anniversary of the
Marikana Massacre. On this day 34 miners were brutally murdered by an
ANC-regime in defence of the mining industry and white-monopoly capital. In a
perverted collusion between the state and Lonmin, a conspiracy to characterise
workers demanding a living-wage as criminals was devised, and the sitting Deputy
President of the time and Non-Executive Director of Lonmin, Cyril Ramaphosa called
for concomitant action to be taken against workers.”

The SABC News official Twitter was mellow on the blame-game but also took to
social media to highlight “Eight years after the Marikana shooting, President Cyril
Ramaphosa is yet to visit the area as promised.” However, foreign editor for the
SABC, Sophie Mokoena did not hold back the punches as she posted “My last
comment on Marikana.President Cyril Ramaphosa do the right thing as you have
promised Mama Winnie Madikizela Mandela. | was there. Ntate Cyril Ramaphosa
ensure that those who are responsible do implement the reparation process please
please.Have a good day My President.” The tweet received nearly 550 likes over
200 retweets and comments at the time of writing.

Racial divisions

Conversations about oppression, segregation and racial inequality garnered
considerable attention over the weekend. These issues trended under the
“people” driver which was first under top topics by volume and last by burst.

Oppression of the black race

Conversations about the historical and sustained oppression of black people gained
significant traction over the weekend. On Saturday 15 August 2020, @musicguides
shared a well-known video of Ghanaian author, Ama Ata Aidoo, speaking about the
extractive violence of colonialism. The tweet read: “Burna Boy sampling this speech
at the end of "Monsters You Made" speaks volume. A call for revolution against the
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https://twitter.com/SABCNews/status/1295032004862509056
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oppression of the black race.” This tweet generated over 11 500 retweets and 21 000
likes.

How things work if you are white or black

The topics of racial profiling and racial inequality prompted many social media users
to their share reflections on these issues. On Friday 14 August 2020, radio
broadcaster @DanCorderOnAir shared a ten-part thread on the unequal and unfair
treatment of black people in South Africa. The initial tweet read, “Some South
Africans argue that “say what you want about apartheid, at least stuff worked”. This
implies that on basic service delivery, apartheid was better than now. The truth is
“stuff worked” if you were white. The state neglected black people. Here are the
facts. Thread /1”. This tweet received over 1 100 retweets and 1 800 likes.

The following day, @Sazi_Mo offered advice to black people seeking
accommodation on platforms such as AirBnB. The tweet read: “When booking an
Airbnb in Cape Town it's very important to check the reviews for black people who've
stayed there before. If there aren't any... have | got news for you”. This tweet got
over 2 500 retweets and over 7 700 likes.

Zimbabwean race relations

Conversations on race relations continued throughout the weekend. Yesterday, one
Twitter user shared an opinion on the consequences Zimbabwean land reform. The
tweet read, “ still find it ironic that Black Zimbabweans kicked out all the... White
people... and... then Millions of Zimbabweans ran across the border to South Africa
to come and work for... White people.” This was retweeted 247 times and liked 709
times.

Other Trends

A humorous tweet by the Minister of Finance trended at number one under the
top topics by snapshot.

Tito Mboweni dancing to Jerusalema
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https://twitter.com/DanCorderOnAir/status/1294242534835838977
https://twitter.com/Sazi_Mo/status/1294651668206964737
https://twitter.com/R_W_Tee/status/1294933366941388800
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Yesterday, finance minister @tito_mbowneni shared a video of himself dancing with
his sons. The tweet read: “Jerusalema. The sound is here! With my boys!! We tried!
Level 2! § & . This was retweeted over 1 000 times and liked over 5 000 times.
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https://twitter.com/tito_mboweni/status/1295057468670844928
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About CABC

The Centre for Analytics and Behavioural Change (CABC) is a non-profit
organisation based at UCTs Graduate School of Business and incubated by the
Allan Gray Centre for Values-Based Leadership. It was established to track and
counter mis- and disinformation, fake news and divisive and polarising rhetoric that
is promulgated online to undermine social cohesion, democratic integrity, and the
stability of nation states.
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