


#JusticeforKwasa

Kwasa Lugalo, a 19 year old woman, trended on 18 August 2020 after her
ex-boyfriend stabbed her to death. The story dominated Top Topics by Snapshot and
Top Topics by Burst. Her death created an outcry over  the horrifying extent of
gender-based violence in South Africa.

Who is Kwasa?

“Her name was Kwasa Lugalo.

She was 19 years old.

She was a Wits University student.

She was stabbed to death by her boyfriend.

No justice, no peace.

#JusticeForKwasa”

posted @Detective_Iffy regarding the death of Kwasa Lugalo, a South African
woman who was killed her boyfriend. The post received 826 likes and 433 retweets.
The death of Kwasa received a lot of attention, with South African celebrities taking
to their social media accounts to share their sentiments.

Miss Universe Zozibini Tunzi shared “My little sister's friend, a beautiful joy to me
and my family. She was stabbed to death by a boy because she didn't want him. I
don't even know what to say. Ngxesi Malebomvu ntombi encinci. Uphumle ngoxolo❤
#JusticeForKwasa #RIPKwasa.” The tweet garnered over 19 600 likes and 6 500
retweets, with a comment that highlights the disregard for the safety and lives of
black South African women.

@ThaboX101 commented, “She should have stuck with her studies and stop
chasing after boys, Beka manje. I ALSO believe that she provoked him, she probably
cheated on him and lied about it. The poor guy couldn't just wake up and decide to
stay here.”

@SimplyGoitse_ posted “Last year August Uyinene a 19 year old was brutally
murdered by a man we're a week away from the anniversary of her death and Kwasa
a 19 year old girl has been brutally murdered by her ex boyfriend. When will this
end?” The tweet received over 3 800 likes and 2 200 retweets and

@EihleGwala sent her condolences to Kwasa’s family, “My heart bleeds for Kwasa’s
family. I am so angry that again we have to be angry that another woman has died at
the hands of a man. I’m angry our government still hasn’t responded accordingly to
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GBV. What are we gonna blame this time? Alcohol again? #JusticeForKwasa.” The
tweet received 3 300 likes and 1 700 retweets.

Kwasa’s murder

Anele Mda shared a tweet that mentions how Kwasa was killed. “And another young
girl DIES at the hands of a man, a man who was her boyfriend. Her name is Kwasa
Lugalo a 19 year old who was a student at Wits, she got STABBED to death by her
boyfriend. Kuyoze kube nini #JusticeForKwasa #RIPKwasa #KwasaLugalo.” The
tweet received over 2 700 likes and 1 700 retweets, while Anda Gxalaba posted, “A
19 year old, first year student @WitsUniversity from Dutywa was stabbed 3 times to
death by an ex boyfriend kuba engafuni ulahlwa. I am in so much pain.
#justiceforKwasa.” The tweet received 4 100 likes and 3 200 retweets.

In his post Moe Suttle highlighted how families’ can sometimes enable gender-based
violence acts. He tweeted, “Never mind, imagine his family telling you to take him
back for your own safety because they know he'd do something violent if you break
up with him? Yhu I fucking hate what that family did to Kwasa #JusticeForKwasa”

and

“You see what happens when you enable abuse? Instead of calling the abuser out
you’d rather protect him & ask his victim to take him back just to make him happy?
Families care more about the emotions of the abuser than of his victims. It’s so sick
what that family did #JusticeForKwasa.” The tweet received over 1 900 likes and 972
retweets.

Gender-based violence in South Africa

Following news of Kwasa’s death, Twitter conversation quickly began to
reflect the reality that South African women face owing to gender based
violence. “Women” trended as the 3rd highest topic under the high volume
posts for the day and all major drivers of conversation within that topic spoke
about the safety of South African women.

Femicide in South Africa

At 10:11, @VilakaziSoul tweeted “Killing a girl because she dumped you? What is
happening in South Africa?” This post was retweeted more than 1 800 times as
Twitter account holders engaged in conversations on Femicide for the day following
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the brutal stabbing of 19-year-old Kwasa Lugalo. Responders to the tweet called for
the accused to be named and shamed. Other responders advised that in an act of
cowardice, he had killed himself. It was later revealed that the attempt on his own life
was not successful and that he is under police supervision at the hospital.

@Mphosssible felt that a harsher punishment was needed for men who kill. She
tweeted that “Men will still kill us because they want to. Until they pass a bill to hang
all those who kill another day another #justiceforkwasa #ripkwasa”. This post was
retweeted more than 1 100 times. @its_simm asked if she really felt that passing a
bill would make men stop killing to which @Mphosssible responded, “I’d like to
believe that it’ll at least minimize these senseless killings? At this point we stand on
nothing!”

@suze_baby who changed her Twitter name to JusticeForKwasa tweeted “I’m
actually so sad. The lives and safety of South African women and children is a joke.
No matter what we say or do, it falls on deaf ears. My heart hurts.” This tweet reflects
the continued frustration of South African citizens who wake up to news about yet
another senseless and violent crime committed amongst the most vulnerable in our
society. @tee_magadlela tweeted “PRAY FOR SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN” and
@erinjpg tweeted “SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN DESERVE BETTER”. Both posts
received more than 200 retweets each.

@Bhopas1 tweeted 4 bizarre images of what appears to be a woman dressed in
black lingerie having a picnic and a drink next to a tombstone, which she proceeds to
kiss. The star spangled banner can be seen in the image, which leads one to believe
that the image was likely taken in the USA. The tweet reads “South African ladies
would never do this for their boyfriends and husbands... They will forget you on your
death bed while still in hospital”. @ChaeYunEun retweeted these images adding
“south african women are usually the dead ones.” This post was retweeted close to 2
000 times and received more than 5 000 likes.

@baluciaga tweeted a thread that received close to 4 000 retweets and more than 4
000 likes. The images in the tweet shows women in South Africa protesting against
gender based violence. Within the comments of the tweet, @baluciaga lists other
South African women who were murdered recently. #weremember Tshegofatso Pule
appears with her image. #justiceforfetu explains how a 26-year-old was raped and
murdered because she was believed to be a lesbian. This thread highlights the
unabated assaults being perpetrated on South African women.

Justice for victims of GBV

South African celebrity @casspernyovest joined the conversation on GBV calling on
the president to see to it that stricter action is taken against perpetrators of violent
crime toward women and children. His post was retweeted close to 4 000 times and

https://twitter.com/Pianopella/status/1295747665788117000
https://twitter.com/BuhleBHla/status/1295800974863474690
https://twitter.com/Mr_St_Bandit0/status/1295884177930362880
https://twitter.com/Mphosssible/status/1295537601680736256
https://twitter.com/its_simm/status/1295619317132865537
https://twitter.com/suze_baby/status/1295639390656630786
https://twitter.com/tee_magadlela/status/1295707008633577474
https://twitter.com/erinjpg/status/1295767795733532673
https://twitter.com/Bhopas1/status/1295586688836808704
https://twitter.com/ChaeYunEun/status/1295800208081793025
https://twitter.com/baluciaga/status/1295654468231598081
https://twitter.com/casspernyovest/status/1295756725119864833


it received more than 12 000 likes. @Muzi37361964 responded to say that the death
penalty is the only way however @maseti_mazwi explained to him the intricacies of
enacting a law of this nature due to the protection of lives enshrined in South Africa’s
Bill of Rights.

@zeexonline retweeted a post that displayed police men in protective gear, saying
that the police need to be on guard outside Tops and Makro as the ban on alcohol is
lifted. @zeexonline tweeted “kodwa when it comes to making sure women and
children are safe la ngaphandle it’s crickets”. The post was retweeted close to 1 000
times.

@jodakgosii tweeted “GBV is the most pervasive form of human rights violations and
prevents women and girls from reaching their full potential. It is an obstacle to
women living dignified lives, free from fear.” This post has been retweeted more than
800 times. Within the comments, @jodakgosii expressed dissatisfaction with the
steps taken by the government to curb the ongoing scourge of GBV: “What has the
government done about it? They lied and told us that all accused sexual offenders
would not be granted bail. Oh and that useless 16 days of activism thing they did last
year”.

In a post that shows how helpless South African women feel towards understanding
what they’re meant to do when faced with instances of GBV, @MatlhagaKebo
tweeted ““Why don’t you report it to the police?” - she did. “Why don’t you just leave
the relationship?” - she tried. “Why don’t you involve his family?” - she did. So I’m
going to ask this question again, what are we supposed to do?” This post was
retweeted more than 3 500 times. Responding to the question, @AndiswaPooe felt
that “if government is not serious about crime in general, we will sing this song until
Jesus comes.”

Inequality

Conversation around the deep inequality found in South Africa trended on
social media yesterday.  This inequality was confronted in terms of race, class,
and income.

Racial Inequality

In support of the Black Lives Matter movement, F1 race car driver Lewis Hamilton
tweeted “One day I hope we’ll all be seen as equal. Until then, it’s #BlackLivesMatter
always.”  His post received remarkable attention with 37 000 likes and more than 5
000 retweets and comments.  Influencer Steven Crowder authored a tweet
expressing an opposing viewpoint that read “Good morning to everyone but Antifa
and #BlackLivesMatter.” Crowder’s post also gained traction with 14 000 likes and 1
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400 comments and shares.  Comments on his post were largely in support of his
opposition to the Antifa and Black Lives Matter movements.

News 24 tweeted an article based on a quote by the EFF’s Floyd Shivambu.
Shivambu said “there is no black person that can be racist” and goes on to argue
that “the death of George Floyd is an opportunity for the world to deal with racism.”
The post garnered over 1 000 likes and 400 retweets and comments.  Some agreed
with Shivambu, writing “Only white people can be racists.”  Others disagreed with
Shivambu, writing “the definition of racism it means when a certain race of people
believe that they are superior to others, so tell me with what is happening to blacks
all around the world is it possible for us to think that we are superior??”

Social Inequality

@MatlhagaKebo authored a tweet about South Africa’s middle class and the NSFAS
(National Student Financial Aid Scheme).  The user posted a statement from NSFAS
on the recent unfunding of 5000 students and claimed that it was a result of
corruption. The user highlights a difficulty experienced by middle class students,
writing that they “carry the tax system on their backs and yet, their children are too
rich for NSFAS but too poor to afford their own fees.”  The post received over 1 600
comments and retweets and 3 000 likes.

Economic Inequality

Inequality in South Africa was explored in terms of income and material possessions.
@TheRealJKhanye wrote that “it feels good to have my own car again” in a post that
was well received on Twitter with 500 comments and retweets and nearly 10 000
likes.  Well known musical artist/dj Prince Kaybee authored a post with two images,
one with an older model Volkswagen and the other with a high-end sports car.  The
caption read “Worked so hard, God knows.”  This tweet was liked 5 000 times and
was commented on and retweeted 500 times.

Relationship Dynamics

Possibly in connection to the trending conversation around the killing of
Kwasa Lugalo by her ex-boyfriend, some posts that dealt with relationship
dynamics received considerable attention online.
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The Power of Love

@CandieModiselle authored a tweet praising the power of “being soft and in love,”
reassuring other Twitter users that “one day it will all come back to you.”  The post
was like 1 500 times with 300 retweets and comments. @THISisLULE weighed in on
the matter, tweeting “As humans, I really think we have made romantic love too
much of a priority. Half the time it’s not even the most enduring love but people will
legit blow up their entire lives for it.” This comment gained considerable traction with
2 500 likes and 1 000 comments and retweets.  Comments were largely in favor of
her sentiment, reading “this mad but so true,” “I genuinely think we can survive
without romantic love,” and “I absolutely agree.”

Self-care in Relationships

“People are not ours to keep. When falling in love, you need to be comfortable with
the fact that the person you love can pack up anytime and leave. There’s peace in
that,” shared @SteviedaHustle. @Cabanga Maluleka posted “Stop dating people
who are not interested in your personal development, life is beyond McDonald's and
Nando's.” Both tweets received a combined 4 200 likes and 1 317 retweets.

Jiggaman shared, “Normalize forgiving people, but STILL removing them from your
life!” receiving over 88 400 likes and 28 700 retweets. And Nonjabulo posted, “Don't
be the bigger person, abantu bajwayelana amasimba” stating that people can be
rude, when you try to be nice and understanding. The tweet received 4 300 likes and
1 900 retweets.
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About CABC
The Centre for Analytics and Behavioural Change (CABC) is a non-profit
organisation based at UCTs Graduate School of Business and incubated by the
Allan Gray Centre for Values-Based Leadership. It was established to track and
counter mis- and disinformation, fake news and divisive and polarising rhetoric that
is promulgated online to undermine social cohesion, democratic integrity, and the
stability of nation states.


