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This is a summary of the trending, highest impact, and most active themes and their
narratives related to social cohesion and division in South African public-domain social

media conversations.

July 31 - August 2 2020:

#Blackisking | Political affairs | Women

#BlackisKing

Thanks to the release of Beyoncé Knowles’ latest movie (Black Is King) in South
Africa, #Blackisking was the highest trending hashtag over the weekend.
#BlackisKing was also one of the top 3 highest volume posts over the weekend,

featuring both praise for the artist and criticism of some of her style choices.
| Love Beyoncé

On 31 July 2020, the like symbol changed from a heart to a gold image from the movie
Black is King when the like button was clicked. In order for this to happen, you had to like
a post containing the hashtag #BlackisKing. A similar feature was implemented for
#blackjoy. Commenting on the changing like icon on Twitter, @MA’BIN2_ tweeted “wow |
love Beyoncé”. Although the feature may not be available anymore, the post was still

retweeted more than 23 000 times and it received close to 500 000 likes.

On 1 August 2020, @landzygama tweeted “I didn’t think it was possible to love Beyoncé

more than | already do.” This post was retweeted close to 400 times and liked 1 300

times. The comments to the post echoed @landzygama'’s sentiment.

On 2 August 2020, @magghiee tweeted a look that she had recreated from Beyoncé’s

new movie. The video posted in the tweet shows a step by step tutorial explaining how


https://twitter.com/Iam_hirpheezy/status/1289255415948046336
https://twitter.com/MABIN2_/status/1289119005329051648
https://twitter.com/landzygama/status/1289644975274094593
https://twitter.com/magghiee/status/1289912916666277889
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she achieved the look. It has been viewed more than 42 000 times. Later that day,
@busiswaah thanked God for Beyoncé’s life and “the realizations you’ve created for
millions of young girls, but particularly for girls in my hometown of Mthatha, South Africa.”
The video accompanying this tweet has been viewed more than 90 000 times and the post

received more than 10 000 likes.

Black Culture

On 31 July, @sipho_sphola06 authored a tweet expressing the opinion that “this is a
historic moment for BLACK people. For BLACK lives.” The post goes on to read “the
stories of our ancestors are being told by a black woman with all black people across the

world. United by our identity and origin.” He also_tweeted a series of images of Beyoncé in

various costumes from the movie. It has been retweeted close to 300 times and has

received more than 1 000 likes.

Some of the costumes in the movie have come under criticism following claims that they

contain satanic symbols. In response, @Chant_ella tweeted 2 images of what she says
are Mursi women in Ethiopia wearing headdresses that appear to be made from animal
horns. The tweet also reads “The demonization of African culture by Black people is really
embarrassing.” The post has been retweeted more than 700 times and it has received

more than 1 000 likes.

Symbolism

Twitter user @tommy_viccetti appears to have sparked conversation on the demonization
of African culture. In his tweet, he posts an image of Beyoncé in one of her outfits from
the movie. The image shows her wearing a cow hide print and an ornamental headdress
made out of horns and a disc. The post also contains an image of pagan symbolism that
displays the head of a goat on the body of man. His tweet reads “am | the only one still
paying attention to the details of the baphomet and satanic symbols Beyoncé portrays on

her outfits?” His post was retweeted more than 4 500 times.

@TheOracleReadsU tweeted the same image of Beyonceé but this time alongside an

image of the Egyptian Goddess Isis. Her tweet reads “Beyonce is a Virgo, and in Egyptian

mythology, the constellation Virgo represents the goddess Isis. As Christianity grew in


https://twitter.com/busiswaah/status/1289986169912999936
https://twitter.com/sipho_sphola06/status/1289124543764877312
https://twitter.com/Chant_ella/status/1289836546330251268
https://twitter.com/tommy_viccetti/status/1289526711567015936
https://twitter.com/TheOracleReadsU/status/1289740979465945088
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popularity in the region, the Virgin Mary replaced Isis as the Mother of God. Genesis really
means the genes of Isis, or generation of Isis. #BlacklsKing”. This post has been

retweeted close to 4 000 times and it has received more than 16 000 likes.

South African Pride

The movie Black is King contains many South African actors that have been heralded for

their performance on such a large stage. Posting the images of 4 South African actors

from the movie, @RMK_SA1 tweets,”"my heart is full wow South Africa stand up!!!” This

post received more than 4 000 likes. @ReaIBIackCoffee tweeted a scene from the movie

has been retweeted more than 3 500 times.

@barbie___barbz tweeted “When you see this post please show some love to these
Legends.” The post contained images of Mary Twala and other popular South African

artists. The post was retweeted more than 4 000 times and it received over 36 000 likes.

Naming some of the South African cast members in the movie, @HermaineM tweeted that
“Beyoncé is blessed to have worked with the legendary Mary Twala, John Kani , Connie
Chiume, Warren Masemola, Nandi Madida & Nyaniso Dzedze.” Her tweet has been

retweeted nearly 4 000 times.

Political Affairs

The Political Affairs theme consists of two narratives. One narrative deals with
the civilian unrest unfolding in Zimbabwe as activists are arrested and freedom of
speech is infringed upon by the ruling party ZANU PF. The Zimbabwean narrative
was the second topic under top topics by snapshot. The second narrative
addresses the citizen distrust faced by political parties in South Africa. The
narrative was mainly driven by the topic “ANC” under top topics by volume with

over 67 000 mentions.


https://twitter.com/RMK_SA1/status/1289641543490367489
https://twitter.com/RealBlackCoffee/status/1289269052876234754
https://twitter.com/barbie__barbz/status/1289642312591499264
https://twitter.com/HermaineM/status/1289643365684793345

Office 2110, University of Cape Town,
Graduate School of Business Campus,
SiPortswood RD,V&A Waterfront

Cape Town, 8002

Emailiinfo@cabc.org.za or
vist www.cabc.org.za

What is happening in Zimbabwe?

Zimbabwe is experiencing a human rights issue that is preventing citizens from exercising

freedom of speech, leading to the arrest of multiple activists. @CherriebOmb shared a

thread detailing the unfolding political unrest in Zimbabwe which reads “what's happening

in Zimbabwe right now. Black lives matter, have mattered and will always matter. Please
take time to read this thread as black lives in Zimbabwe need our attention. It's sickening
the lack of media coverage on what's happening there but hopefully this can educate.” The
thread received over 3 400 retweets and 3 200 likes and details how political unrest has
evolved from 2019 when the government cut off internet, to July 2020 when activists such

as Tsitsi Dangaremba and Tawanda Muchechiwa were arrested unlawfully.

Some Twitter users expressed their disappointment over the lack of attention given to the

ongoing Zimbabwean civilian unrest. @Minerva asked if there are conditions supporting

Black Lives Matter movements outside of America, writing that “| don't like how the TL is
very quiet when our own brothers next door are dying from the same police brutality
George Floyd died from. My question is, do you pick and choose which Black lives
matter?” The tweet which included a pictorial thread explaining the unrest in Zimbabwe
and received over 3 100 likes and 2 800 retweets. Some users commented that the Black

Lives Matter movement is an american initiative that supports black americans and their

lived experiences. @lvynSambo questioned whether the support for Black Lives Matters

is conditional to the perpetrator being white, writing “So black lives matters only when the

perpetrator is white but when the Zimbabwean government institute state driven violence
against its people everyone including our government and the media here in South Africa
looks the other way. Let Pray for Zimbabwe.” The tweet received 600 likes and 200

retweets. Neo Mkwane commented “The hypocrisy of the movement lies in its inability to

confront atrocities committed by a black powerful elite and black governments. It's almost
as if murder and suffering is only wrong when it's white inflicted on black & fine when it's

black on black. Sick! #BlackLivesMatter?” South African rapper AKA also shared his

disappointment in the lack of uproar and support from Africans, writing “Imagine your

fellow Africans too busy focused on #BLM happening 15 000 kms away to care about
those very same black lives NEXT DOOR. Black is King my ass. Stay Strong ZIMBABWE
QDY ...” The tweet received over 15 700 likes and 5 400 retweets.

South African political figure Mmusi Maimane called on President Cyril Ramaphosa to take



https://twitter.com/cherrrieb0mb/status/1289545047482884097
https://twitter.com/cherrrieb0mb/status/1289545047482884097
https://twitter.com/MissMoMmangitsa/status/1289358832225968129
https://twitter.com/MissMoMmangitsa/status/1289358832225968129
https://twitter.com/Ser_Jsph/status/1289490654867808256
https://twitter.com/Ser_Jsph/status/1289490654867808256
https://twitter.com/Ser_Jsph/status/1289490654867808256
https://twitter.com/IvynSambo/status/1289911562552004609
https://twitter.com/IvynSambo/status/1289911562552004609
https://twitter.com/realNeoM/status/1289914144720707586
https://twitter.com/akaworldwide/status/1290030030895030272
https://twitter.com/akaworldwide/status/1290030030895030272
https://twitter.com/MmusiMaimane/status/1288915614443151372
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action and call out the Zimbabwean government for its infringement on human rights,
writing “Mr President @CyrilRamaphosa this is not the time for quiet diplomacy. You are
the chairperson of the @_AfricanUnion. You cannot sit quietly and act like you do not see
what is happening next door. Call @edmnangagwa and tell him to respect the rights of the
media and opposition.” The tweet received 4 500 likes and 1 900 retweets.

@ulerato Pillay shared a pictorial tweet of Zimbabwean newspaper The Herald, with an

article stating that the Zimbabwean government doesn’t welcome the interference of South

African political figures, specifically Julius Malema. She tweeted “Zimbabwe Government

tells @Julius_S_Malema that Zimbabwe is not the Province of South Africa, and he must
stop interfering in Zimbabwean affairs. He's just a nobody but an opposition party leader in
SA. Zim is not a Banana republic #PutSouthAfricansFirst.” The tweet received 300 likes

and 150 retweets.

South African political commentary

“Good morning twittermantarians, I've come to appreciate that not everyone who attacks

the ANC hates the movement. People are gatvol with stealing and the leadership is seen

to be lax and complicit” tweeted the Minister of Transport, Fikile Mbaula as the ANC faces
mounting discontent, especially with regards to allegations of corruption. The tweet

received over 7 400 likes, 3 000 comments and 1 600 retweets. @AdvoBarryRoux shared

a tweet with a picture stating “A Looter Continua” with the ANC logo colours as

background. The tweet read “Can we please be the generation that finally stops voting for

ANC,” receiving over 3 500 likes and nearly 1 000 retweets.

The hashtag #VoetsekEFF trended in what appears to be a counter hashtag of
#Voetsekanc. Two important tweets highlighted that the discontent with one political party,
does not mean victory for another. @Aubreychiibi_tweeted “the EFF needs to learn that our
unhappiness with the ANC #votsekanc doesn't necessarily translate to our automatic
support for them. #VoetsekEFF.” This tweet received over 1 000 likes and nearly 200
retweets. @AkeMarven_shared “we all know EFF is not for South Africans, EFF is just the
ANC pre-school. If Julius Malema ever rules, he'll be the Mugabe is SA he will rule till
death anyone who opposes him will disappear. #VoetsekEFF.” This tweet received over

500 likes and 100 retweets.


https://twitter.com/MmusiMaimane/status/1288915614443151372
https://twitter.com/uLerato_pillay/status/1289858406782775296
https://twitter.com/uLerato_pillay/status/1289858406782775296
https://twitter.com/uLerato_pillay/status/1289858406782775296
https://twitter.com/MbalulaFikile/status/1289838815000100864
https://twitter.com/AdvoBarryRoux/status/1289438052050321409
https://twitter.com/AdvoBarryRoux/status/1289438052050321409
https://twitter.com/AdvoBarryRoux/status/1289438052050321409
https://twitter.com/Aubreychiibi/status/1289266483265253377
https://twitter.com/AkeMarven/status/1289270389781065728
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Women

Conversations related to gender-based violence, the nuances of gender dynamics,
and the identity of black women drove considerable volume on social media.

These topics trended under the top topics by volume, burst, reach and impact.

Relationship Issues

Over the weekend, conversations about gender dynamics in romantic relationships
received considerable attention under top topics by burst. On Friday 31 July 2020, Twitter
user @OohWee_itsVee tweeted “Men be like: | would love the opportunity to give you the

bare minimum.” This tweet received over 37 000 retweets and 123 000 likes.

A number of Twitter users weighed in on reports that former finance minister Malusi
Gigaba had his wife Norma Gigaba arrested by the Hawks. On Saturday 1 August 2020,

@Kim_Khandashisa tweeted, “Norma protected Malusi when a video of him beating his

meat came out, same one who'’s currently in jail for damage of property. Remember that
the next time you think about protecting a man for cheating. They will not hesitate to end

you when they’re done.” This tweet generated over 1 500 retweets and 4 500 likes.

Gender-based Violence

The topic of gender-based violence received significant traction over the weekend. On

Friday 31 July 2020, @Mothupii shared a cartoon image of a person vomiting alongside

the message, “august is coming. ‘women’s month’. it's gonna be 31 days of cringeworthy
grandstanding, from the government and men, pretending to give a shit about women and

talmbout “gents, we need to do better”. This tweet got 100 retweets and 55 likes.

Others used their platforms to encourage conversations related to gender-based violence.

On 2 August 2020, @rosinapaledi shared a screenshot promoting a Youtube video

alongside the message, “there’s a new case up! https://youtu.be/yhCXWNAYgDY” The

tweet received 685 retweets and over 1 000 likes. @Yanela_Frans quoted this postin a
retweet that read, “My friend has a true crime channel that's shedding light on GBV cases
this women's month. Please do watch the ads as well, she just got monetized.” This tweet

gained traction, receiving over 1 200 retweets and 1 800 likes.


https://twitter.com/OohWee_itsVee/status/1289226242319716352
https://www.news24.com/news24/southafrica/news/norma-gigaba-will-make-first-court-appearance-for-malicious-damage-to-property-20200803
https://twitter.com/Kim_Khandashisa/status/1289445524039327744
https://twitter.com/Mothupiii/status/1289065880563875840
https://twitter.com/rosinapaledi/status/1289894051001425921
https://youtu.be/yhCXWNAYqDY
https://twitter.com/Yanela_Frans/status/1289912987851960326
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On the same day, news outlet @SundayTimesZA shared an article titled, “I did not die, but
after | was raped something in me died”. The tweet read “A 91-year-old KwaZulu-Natal
woman wants to know the identity of her rapist before she dies.” This generated 379

retweets and 349 likes.

Women’s Limited Autonomy Over Their Bodies

On Friday 31 July 2020, American musician and presidential candidate @ye tweeted “over
22 500 000 black babies have been aborted over the past 50 years.” This was retweeted
over 48 000 times and liked over 175 000 times. The post sparked a heated debate in the
comment section. @mwstcmsh commented “i get it. you don’t like the thought of babies
not being alive. you're wealthy and wouldn’t do the same. but do you know what it’s like for
single parents, living in homeless shelters with their kids? do you know what it’s like to be

a sex worker just to feed your kid? ...” This comment received 24 retweets and 495 likes.

On the same day, @scrowder quoted @ye’s post in a retweet that read “and the abortion

rate for black women is nearly 5x that of white women.” This tweet got over 1 400

retweets and 7 900 likes.

Empowering Black Women

Over the weekend, many Twitter users expressed their thoughts on the importance of

empowering black women. On 1 August 2020, @foyinog tweeted “i love black women so

much.” This tweet generated over 400 retweets and nearly 1 000 likes.

On the same day, @SizweDhlomo tweeted “Beyoncé & Serena make black women so

happy... From what I've seen anyway.” This tweet got 750 retweets and over 7000 likes.
@CaramellowBear echoed these sentiments in a tweet that read “do you guys understand
what Beyoncé does for black women!?! ¢3®”. This received nearly 700 retweets and 2
800 likes.

Other users encouraged the followers to support black women businesses. @cyrilzuma
tweeted “please tag black women photographers.” This post was retweeted almost 500

times and liked 1 000 times.


https://twitter.com/SundayTimesZA/status/1289814564775718913
https://twitter.com/kanyewest/status/1289274267389976576
https://twitter.com/mwstcmsh/status/1289563086597304322
https://twitter.com/scrowder/status/1289276469550538752
https://twitter.com/foyinog/status/1289635168098103297
https://twitter.com/SizweDhlomo/status/1289648318029717504
https://twitter.com/CaramellowBear/status/1289636197518565376
https://twitter.com/cyrilzuma/status/1289908422545113090
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About CABC

The Centre for Analytics and Behavioural Change (CABC) is a non-profit organisation
based at UCTs Graduate School of Business and incubated by the Allan Gray Centre for
Values-Based Leadership. It was established to track and counter mis- and
disinformation, fake news and divisive and polarising rhetoric that is promulgated online

to undermine social cohesion, democratic integrity, and the stability of nation states.



